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How Gilgamesh Measures up as an Epic Hero and how He Fits the Mold of the Philosopher-King
The epic of Gilgamesh is such a thrilling story that is based on the profound and amazing heroic character named Gilgamesh, the ruler of Uruk, which is the modern Warka. It is an epic story that follows the life of Gilgamesh with his friendship with his best friend named Enkidu. Through the story. Gilgamesh is portrayed as a super person who is two-thirds god and one-third human. This makes him the strongest of all the men and no wonder he rules over the people of Uruk and no one dares to go against him.
[bookmark: _GoBack]First of all, to show how Gilgamesh measures up as an epic hero, it is important to appreciate the fact that the story itself is an epic. This is because it meets the criteria stated by homer to be standard features of an epic. The story is an epic because it is about a hero who is recognized by his nation as the mightiest and who does things that are beyond human powers. His deeds are associated with the powers of gods and goddesses. “A hero of national stature performing extraordinary deeded in a world setting, whose mortal challenges and triumphs are associated with the immortal arena of gods and goddesses” (Sanders 56). The character and deeds of Gilgamesh, in the Epic of Gilgamesh meets these characteristics and therefore, the is no doubts that Gilgamesh measures up as an epic hero in the story.
In the Epic of Gilgamesh, Gilgamesh measures up as an epic hero in many ways. First, Gilgamesh is seen as the first king to go against the gods and survive. In the beginning of the story, it is said that Gilgamesh was always the first for every bride before the husband. This meant that as a young King, Gilgamesh was to be the first person to sleep with any virgin girl in Uruk before the girl could be married. This was decreed at his birth as his umbilical cord was cut to separate him from his mother. However, the people of Uruk were complaining about this. Furthermore, Gilgamesh also took sons away from their fathers (Sanders 63). This made the people to hate Gilgamesh and they cried to their gods to send them a person as strong as Gilgamesh to stop him from doing so (Sanders 63). The gods gave them Enkidu and on the first bout between Gilgamesh and Enkidu, Gilgamesh threw Enkidu down and defeated him. “So they grappled, holding each other like bulls. They broke the door pots and the walls shook, they snorted like bulls locked together. They shattered the doorposts and the walls shook. Gilgamesh bent his knee with his foot planted on the ground and with a turn, Enkidu was thrown” (Sanders 66) Since then, Enkidu became submissive to Gilgamesh and even became his close friend and watchman (Sanders 59). This shows that Gilgamesh had heroic strength and despite defeating Enkidu, sent by the Gods to stop Gilgamesh, he lived on and did not die meaning that he was as strong as the gods themselves, which measures him up as an epic hero.
Second, Gilgamesh measures up as an epic hero when he bravely confronts Humbaba, in the country of the Living, also known as the Land of Cedar. Humbaba was feared and revered. Even Enkidu, who came directly from the gods and who feasted on grass with wild beasts feared him (Sanders 67). However, Gilgamesh was restless that he had not made his name in the Land of Cedar because of the evil gourd of the forest called Humbaba who had been assigned by Enlil, the father of the gods, to guard the forest against any intrusion (Sanders 67). However, it disturbs Gilgamesh, the as king, that he has not yet made his make and wrote his name in the Land of Cedar. “I have not established my name stamped on bricks as my destiny decreed; therefore, I will go to the country where the cedar is felled. I will set up my name in the place where the names of famous men are written and where no man’s name is written yet” (Sanders 67). Even though he is discouraged by the council men and Enkidu himself not to go to the forest to confront Humbaba, he bravely consults the Sun God and his mother and sets for a journey to confront and kill Humbaba (Sanders 71). He manages to kill Humbaba, an evil that no king before him had dared to confront and destroys all the temples of the goddesses in the forest by cutting down cedars (Sanders 73). By so doing, Gilgamesh measures up not just as a hero but as an epic hero who also meets the characteristics of a philosophy king described by Plato as a ruler who wants to live a simple life and who has great love for knowledge and intelligence and who exhibits reliability (Lerner 35). Gilgamesh sets himself up as a king whose people can rely on for protection and leadership.
Another way that Gilgamesh measures up as an epic hero in the Epic of Gilgamesh is when he shows bravery and heroism by going against the Ishtar, a god of agriculture or of the land. After killing Humbaba, Ishtar is impressed by the bravery and the beauty of Gilgamesh and therefore asks him to lover her and take her in as his wife (Sanders 74). Gilgamesh refuses and instead, he reminds Ishtar of the many lovers that she has had and how she has mistreated all of them after being in love with her (Sanders 75). These acts by Ishtar are formidable. Gilgamesh adds that he can marry her but he cannot have sex with her. The goddess feels rejected and therefore becomes very angry because of the humiliation by Gilgamesh. This was the first time that a king was going against a goddess wish and this is a heroic act because no person has ever before dared a goddess and leave a long rejecting the request of Ishtar. Furthermore, this act is heroic in the sense that it charts a new way for Gilgamesh as a king and also shapes a new destiny as a solitary individual meeting challenges and taking them on by his own. A true philosophy king as discussed by Plato and Confucius in the concept of Greek leadership.
Lastly, Gilgamesh measures up as an epic hero when he goes beyond humiliating Ishtar to killing the Bull of heaven brought upon Uruk by the angry Ishtar. The Bull of Heaven causes deaths of over 300 people in Uruk with only the first and second snort “when they reached the gates of Uruk, the Bull went to the river; with his first snort cracks opened in the earth and a hundred young men fell down to death. With his second snort cracks opened and two hundred fell down to death” (Sanders 75). But, with the help of his close friend Enkidu, Gilgamesh kills the cutting it between the nape and the hones (Sanders 76). Gilgamesh took its hons and hanged them in the palace and made it clear to the goddess Ishtar that he was beyond her powers. By killing the Bull of Heaven that had caused the death of over 300 people in a span of seconds, Gilgamesh proved to be a hero for his people. Therefore, he measures up as an epic hero who has powers beyond normal human capabilities to deal with the gods.
In conclusion, the story of the Epic of Gilgamesh is an epic that revolves around the life of Gilgamesh and his accomplishments which are narrated as beyond normal human achievements, His heroism is seen in the was he defeats Enkidu sent from the Gods to preserve the culture of his kingdom. He also measures up as an epic hero by going against goddesses and gods such as Ishtar by rejecting her request to marry her (Sanders 75). He kills the Bull of Heaven and also kills Humbaba, the guard of the forest to establish his mark and legacy in the Land of Cedar, a place where no other kings before him had gone (Sanders 71). Through his heroism, fulfills the concept of a philosophy king discussed by Plato and Confucius in the Great Greek leadership.
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